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Annual Meeting Recap 
By Carol Petrovich 

 
The Annual Parish Meeting was called to order at 10:00 a.m. on 
Sunday, April 24th after breakfast was served in Fellowship Hall 
beginning at 9:30 a.m. 
 
The minutes from the 2015 meeting were accepted as presented.  
The Nominating Committee nominated Tracey Preolo, Fran Regan 
and Jack Caloz to serve 3-year terms as Vestry members.  Walton 
Clark, Tracey Preolo and Wilson Reimers were nominated to serve 
as delegates to the 2016 Diocesan Convention.  All were approved 
by the congregation to serve.  Other reports were read with 
comments from the congregation. 
 
Lynne Weber directed those present to the Buildings & Ground 
report written by Walton Clark and Carol Petrovich, which 
highlighted two items.  First, they asked readers to visualize the 
steeple and cross which stands atop the entrance of the main 
church.  If one looked closely they would see that a chunk of wood is 
missing from the back side of the cross and that the paint is peeling 
on the ceiling over the bell where water is seeping in.  There is other 
damage to the cross that cannot be easily seen from the 
ground.  The cross was repaired when it was painted ten years 
ago.  NOW it's time to REPAIR the steeple and REPLACE the 
cross!  This is not a simple project as the cross is 60 feet off the 
ground and scaffolding will have to be erected.  (The damage was 
noted when a large tree was taken down on the west side of the 
church, and the project to repair our retaining wall 
began.)  Estimates are being secured, and it is hoped that the work 
can be started in late-summer.  When all details are complete 
everyone will receive a communication as to the cost and all other 
aspects of the project. 
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Annual Meeting Recap (Continued) 
 
Secondly, it was reported that we are in the process of selling the current rectory at 81 
Highwood Avenue as we search for a new rectory.  Even though the rectory has been a 
charming place for Atonement’s rectors and their families to live since 1949, and in recent 
years has been a gathering place for many of our social gatherings, it has MANY 
problems.  The house, built in 1919, is 97 years old and in need of major renovations including 
replacing the electrical system, heating systems, and major work on its original slate roof, which 
will have to be replaced completely in coming years.  Plumbers have said that much needed 
bathroom renovations have the potential of hidden problems that are also 97 years old.  It is 
costly to heat the entire house even though Lynne keeps the thermostat low.  Snow removal and 
landscaping is costly because the property is large and the driveway very long.  Considering 
all these factors and comparing the cost of renovating the rectory and operating costs verses 
selling the rectory and buying a slightly smaller place in good condition, the vestry has 
decided to explore selling the rectory and buying a new property.  Any house chosen would 
be within a few miles of the church and be selected to meet the needs of Lynne and Dean and 
future rectors.  The Standing Committee of the Diocese will have to approve the buying and 
selling along with the vestry.  This is not a decision we take lightly, but feel it in the best interest 
of our church for the long- and short-term. 
 
The meeting was adjourned, then the congregation participated in Table Talks.  Vestry 
members gave their new “elevator speeches” about why church is important to them, and 
encouraged others to think about how they would talk about their faith and church to others.  
The meeting ended with Holy Communion. 

Summer Worship 
 
Sunday service of Holy Eucharist at 
9:00am has commenced and will run 
through September 11th in our air-
conditioned Chapel. 
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Lift High the Cross! 
 
As announced at the annual meeting, bids are being 
gathered to repair the steeple and cross -- soon one 
will be selected.  We will be asking all of you to 
help, as we “lift high the cross” together.  The project 
also includes repairs to the retaining wall along the 
western edge of our property.  Look for details by 
the end of the summer. 

Rectory 
 
By this time, church members have all received an email concerning the 
details of the final decisions regarding the selling of the current 
rectory and purchase of the new rectory, a townhome at 4 Old Quarry 
Road in Englewood built in 1982 and recently updated.  Those with no 
computers and/or working internet service received the letter by 
USPS.  If not, please contact the church office. 
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Environmental News 
By Carol Schults 

 
In March, on the fourth Sunday in Lent, we renewed our water conservation 
pledges.  It was the third anniversary of Atonement becoming the first faith 
community in the state of New Jersey to earn the GreenFaith Water Shield for 
water conservation!  Thanks to everyone for being stewards of God’s Creation 
while saving water and money.  Here are some suggestions on how to conserve 
water during the summer: 
 
 In the garden, spread a thick layer of bark mulch around the flower beds, 

trees, shrubs and gardens.  Not only does it block out weeds but helps 
retain moisture so you don't have to water as often. 

 When using your sprinkler, be smart about how and when you use it. 
 Water your lawn early in the morning so it has a chance to be absorbed 

by the grass before it is exposed to the sun.  Up to 30% of water is lost to 
evaporation to watering midday. 

 Don't water your lawn on very windy days since the water also gets blown 
away from your intended watering spot. 

 Make sure you are not watering your driveway, street, house or down a 
drain. 

 Use a broom rather than a hose to clean your driveway of debris. 
 Set the lawn mower to a higher setting to make your lawn more drought 

resistant. 
 Only do washer and dishwasher loads when they are full. 
 Take shorter showers and steer away from baths. 
 Regularly check your toilet, faucets and pipes to make sure there is no 

leaking.  One easy way to check to see if there is a water leak, check your 
water meter when nothing is being used and come back and check it again 
two hours later.  If the meter changed, start searching for the leak. 
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Confirmation 
By Carol Petrovich 

 
Before Lynne, their parents, siblings, relatives, friends and mentors, Mack 
Hancock and Anthony Parmelee were confirmed by Bishop Mark Beckwith at the 
cathedral in Newark.  Mack and Anthony completed all the necessary class 
requirements as well as a project which they worked on together.  They planned 
two Youth Group activities as well as organized a workday at the church.  We 
are all very proud of Mack and Anthony.  May God bless them! 
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Summer Children’s Program 
By Kristen Kasarjian 

 
The Church School will be going strong throughout the summer.  We will meet 
in the reception room during the 9:00am service.  Our theme is Love Thy 
Neighbor, and we will be focusing on the ways we can improve relationships 
close to home and better our communities.  The summer program includes 
lots of fun games, songs and activities, and we will also have a few events 
outside of the regular church time.  I'm looking forward to a joyful and 
enriching summer with our young people! 

Bible Study Continues 
with Three Sessions this Summer 

 
Our Bible Study on the prophetic book of Micah continues on three 
Thursdays this summer:  July 7th, July 21st and August 4th.  As usual, we 
meet at 7:15pm in the Reception Room for light refreshments, then read 
and discuss a chapter or two of the book from 7:30pm for an hour.  All 
are welcome; join us at any time! 
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Social Media 
By Vanessa Roshong-Hennig 

 
The Social Media Team invites you to visit Atonement’s 
revamped Facebook page.  Stay up-to-date with our weekly 
calendar of events and be sure to visit the page each day to 
see what is happening at Atonement and the surrounding 
community. 
 
We encourage you to like, comment and share our posts and 
events to your own Facebook wall. 
 
Stay logged-on for some fun fall contests we will be hosting 
on the page and mark your calendars for Social Media 
Sunday, September 25th where the team will lead an after 
church forum on how to use Facebook and the Atonement 
page. 
 
If you have any questions, would like to join the Social Media 
Team, or have “Throw Back Thursday” Pictures or “Did You 
Know” Facts about Atonement please contact me at 
vanessae626@hotmail.com. 
 
What are you waiting for?  Check us out at https://
www.facebook.com/TheChurchoftheAtonement! 

mailto:vanessae626@hotmail.com
https://www.facebook.com/TheChurchoftheAtonement
https://www.facebook.com/TheChurchoftheAtonement
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“Holy Places, Holy People: 
How Sacred Spaces Form People, Communities and the World” 

 
An Adult Education Retreat 

 
Solomon’s temple, Iona, Coventry Cathedral, Nature, to name a few… 

And, the sacred spaces that have shaped each of us. 
How do they form us -- comfort, challenge and inspire us? 

Sessions for learning and discussion, time for silence, worship, 
art, and delicious meals overlooking the Hudson River. 

 

Friday, September 30th ~ Sunday, October 2nd 
Holy Cross Monestery, West Park, New York 

 
 Leaders .................................. Dean & Lynne Weber 
 RSVP ...................................... parishadministrator@allsaintsleonia.com or 
  parishadmin@atonement-tenafly.org 
 Cost ....................................... $220 (confidential scholarships available) 
 Deposit .................................. $100 due July 10th; balance August 1st 
 Checks payable to ............... Church of the Atonement 
  97 Highwood Avenue 
  Tenafly, NJ 07670 
 More information ................. 201-568-1764 or rector@atonement-tenafly.org; 
  201-947-1233 or rector@allsaintsleonia.org 

mailto:parishadministrator@allsaintsleonia.com
mailto:parishadmin@atonement-tenafly.org
mailto:rector@atonement-tenafly.org
mailto:rector@allsaintsleonia.org
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Opportunity Shop 
By Carol Petrovich 

 
The racks are empty and the shelves all cleared.  The floor is waiting 
to be polished.  Yes, the Opp Shop is closed until September having 
completed another successful season. 
 
You ask, what happened to all the clothes?  Well, after the 3-day 
bag sale which netted over $600, the remaining clothes are given to 
various needy organizations.  This year all the men's clothes went to 
an organization which supplies those who are ready to go back into 
society after completing a substance abuse rehabilitation program.  
Some went to an orphanage and others to a place for needy 
infants.  The rest were given to an organization which puts the items 
out for families with various needs.  So nothing is thrown away -- 
every last stitch serves a good cause.  Thank you to everyone who 
donated items! 
 
We are always looking for fresh donations, so think of Atonement as 
you make room in your closets.  If you do not know where to put items 
when the shop is closed, Pat in the church office can help you 
between the hours of 10:00am and 3:00pm. 
 
See you in the fall and don’t forget…word of mouth is our best 
advertisement, so please tell your friends about us. 
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Organ Restoration Update 
By Jim Scott 

 
The organ restoration project has been moving fairly quickly this summer.  As some of you know, our 
contractor suffered a serious accident, which resulted in a year’s delay.  Fortunately, he’s alright and at 
work again; replacing the board for the great division, fixing a buzz in the pedal principal, and installing 
new pipes for Brian, our organist, to try out.  Once the weather is cool enough, he will do a complete 
tuning of the organ.  He’s also repaired all the air leaks.  Perhaps because of the delayed progress, he 
graciously offered to repair any air leaks for the next year at no additional charge.  The organ should be 
fully functional by the time regular services return to the church in the fall. 
 
A big “thank you” to everyone who responded to our organ campaign last year.  Because of your 
generous giving, our organ will soon be sounding better than ever! 

Fair Items 
By Carol Petrovich 

 
Our Annual Fall Fair will be held on November 11th and 12th.  Please mark your calendars, so you can be 
available for the preview supper on Friday evening and lend a helping hand any way you can before, 
during or after the fair on Saturday.  All hands on deck are needed to make Atonement’s major fundraiser 
a success.  In the meantime, as you declutter this summer, keep in mind that we need things for all the booths 
such as: 
 

 Silent Auction chaired by Walton and Deedy Clark can use furniture, artwork, unique items, etc. 

 Bake Booth chaired by Vanessa Roshong Moore will need homemade cakes, pies, cookies, jams or 
breads. 

 Serendipity Boutique run by Lynne Weber and Chris Schlegel will accept jewelry, pottery, crystal, 
collectibles, etc. 

 Home Booth features small appliances, linens, dishes, ladies handbags, etc. 

 Christmas Booth will feature anything and everything Christmas. 

 White Elephant run by the Schults-Mikesh family accepts just about anything (you know what this 
entails!). 

 Tricky Tray offers a multitude of baskets, so you can get creative and develop one of your own theme 
or just purchase an item and I will put together a basket. 

 
Thank you in advance for keeping our church in mind, and feel free to contact Roberta Roshong or me if 
you have any questions or would like to make a donation. 
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From the Rector 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Dear Friends, 
 
“You, then, are my workers.  You have come from me, the supreme eternal gardener, and I have engrafted 
you onto the vine by making myself one with you.  Keep in mind that each of you has your own 
vineyard.  But everyone is joined to the neighbors’ vineyards without any dividing lines.  They are so joined 
together, in fact, that you cannot do good or evil for yourself without doing the same for your neighbors”. 
(1) 
 
Catherine of Sienna (1347-1380) offers us the Christian faith in a nutshell.  Through faith we become 
one with God in Christ.  We receive the power to become the children of God.  Living our faith in daily 
life, we tend our own “vineyard” (our soul, our life), recognizing that we don’t do this independently, 
but always in relation to, and having an impact for good or evil on others. 
 
It seems like a simple idea, but each of us knows how difficult it can be to live our faith every day.  
Can we truly forgive those who hurt us, love our enemies, be generous in sharing, and work with Christ 
to bring in the kingdom of God -- a kingdom of righteousness, justice and peace?  Can we do this as 
we struggle every day to work and care for our families?  It seems like a daunting task.  Not to 
mention our understandable fears and concerns for ourselves, those we love, and our country in the 
shadow of Orlando, in the face of the threats of terrorism, gun violence, and growing political gridlock 
and partisan division at home and abroad. 
 
The GOOD NEWS is that we don’t have to do this on our own.  The GOOD NEWS is that we HAVE 
been given the love, forgiveness, grace and power to live a fruitful life, with God’s help.  We don’t 
have to be perfect, we don’t have to be sinless, we don’t have to do it on our own.  We can open our 
hands and hearts, and receive God’s love and grace and blessing every day.  No matter what 
happens, nothing will ever separate us from the love of God in Christ Jesus our Lord. 
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From the Rector (Continued) 
 
It doesn’t depend on us, on our own righteousness.  It has already been done for us through the 
righteousness given to us in the life, death and resurrection of our Lord.  We are baptized into Jesus, 
we are empowered by the Spirit of Jesus, and when we make mistakes, we are forgiven, and sent 
back out to live fully and gratefully. 
 
We’re in the season after Pentecost.  The altar hangings in church through the summer and fall are 
green, the color of new life and growth.  In this “ordinary time,” we as the “vines” drawing their life 
from the Christ the Vine, put out new leaves and fruit.  The image of the vine is from Jesus’ teachings in 
the Gospel of John, chapter 15, where he says that if we abide in him, we will “bear much fruit and be 
[his] disciples.”  That is the promise.  Stay rooted in him:  in prayer, worship, study of scripture, 
attentiveness to the beauty and bounty of Creation, and you can live freely and abundantly, bearing 
much fruit. 
 
Catherine of Siena was right:  we are workers, gardeners.  Gardening our own vineyards, we are 
indisputably connected to our neighbors’.  Although it is not always easy, it is a LABOR of LOVE -- and 
the love we receive makes it possible and more than worth it. 
 
Have a great summer, and see you in church!  (On Sundays, at 9:00am in the air-conditioned chapel.) 
 
Faithfully, 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

(1) Catherine of Siena  Dialogue, 
The Vines That Are Tended by the 
Divine Gardener (quoted 
from Mystics Visionaries and 
Prophets, Shawn Madigan, CSJ, 
editor) 



 

TOP LEFT:  Lynne was the Christian presenter at an interfaith dialogue on the biblical figure of Hagar, at St. Peter’s 
Episcopal Church in Clifton.  TOP RIGHT:  Carol poses with the wreath given by Atonement for the Tenafly Memorial 
Day Ceremony in which Lynne gave the Invocation and Benediction.  BOTTOM:  Atonement members (Lynne Weber, 
Angie Rispoli, Fran Regan; Jerry Walton, Brian Schober, John Hancock) gathered for “Memory, Unity, Hope:  A Vigil for 
the Victims of the Orlando Massacre,” held in Huyler Park in Tenafly on Saturday afternoon, June 25th. 
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97 Highwood Avenue at Engle Street 

Tenafly, New Jersey  07670 

Phone 201-568-1763 

  Fax 201-568-1775 

Email parish.admin@atonement-tenafly.org  

Website www.atonement-tenafly.org 
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C H U RC H  O F  T H E  AT O N E M E N T  

TOP:  Devon and 
Phoebe are 
Atonement’s two 
newest acolytes:  They 
served for the first time 
on Sundays in June.  
BOTTOM:  Kim and 
Scott with baby 
Virginia Alice, who 
was baptized on June 
5th; not pictured is 
their son, Ben, who 
was present but too 
busy having a great 
time! 

mailto:parish.admin@atonement-tenafly.org
http://www.atonement-tenafly.org

